	General Risk Assessment – Covid-19 
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	Date of Assessment: 7 January 2022
	Assessed by:

· Emma Gundry – Principal
· Jemma Howells – School Business Manager

This has been completed with the Senior Leadership Team and will be shared with union reps and all staff for comment/review.


	Review date: This risk assessment will be frequently and dynamically reviewed going forward, as the government advice and local staffing levels change
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	What is the task, activity, person or environment you are assessing?

	Coronavirus effects within school, following government guidance – updates issues Jan 22 



	What hazards are present or may be generated?
	Who might be harmed by the hazards and how?
	What control measures/ precautions are in place to eliminate or reduce the risk?
	Is the residual risk acceptable?
	If no to the previous question, what additional control measures/ precautions are needed to manage the risk?
	Additional control measures implemented:

	
	
	
	Yes 
	No
	
	Action by whom?
	Action by when?
	Date complete

	Contamination/ spread of Coronavirus (surfaces)
	Staff, pupils, contractors’ visitors

Virus spread in water droplets that are expelled from the body through sneezing, coughing, talking and breathing. These land on surfaces, as well as being transferred to the hands and from there to surfaces. 
	Regular cleaning (twice per day) of frequently touched surfaces within the school. (See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings)

Regular discussions with contractors to ensure effective cleaning schedule in place, and increase in stock demand etc. COSHH assessments are reviewed where required e.g. change in product.

All classrooms to have wipes or spray to allow for tables to be wiped down between use.

All classrooms to have boxes of tissues for staff and students to use for any coughs or sneezes, disposing in lidded bins. 
	x
	
	
















	
	
	

	Contamination / spread of Coronavirus (person to person)
	Staff, Pupils


	Staff to continue to test with a Lateral Flow Device (LFD’S) twice a week at home until the end of September.

Students in Y7 and above will be offered 2 lateral flow device tests, 3-5 days apart, on their return in the autumn term.
LFD tests to be provided to all students on request and recommendations/reminders to test twice weekly. 

Good personal hygiene continued to be promoted:
· cough/sneeze into tissue or elbow and ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ message promoted.
· frequent and thorough hand cleaning encouraged through hand santiser available at the main entrances for each phase and in each classroom, as well as in any recreation area/spaces including staffrooms.

Regular reminders of good hygiene practices; link to ready, respectful, safe so that students understand this is now part of how the school operates. 

[bookmark: _Hlk55294244][bookmark: _Hlk55303849]Classrooms to be kept well ventilated e.g. open windows where possible. Open high-level windows in preference to low level to reduce draughts.
 
Increase ventilation whilst spaces are unoccupied e.g. between classes, during break & lunch, where unused.

Rearrange furniture where possible to avoid direct drafts.

Doors propped open where possible to aid ventilation (e.g. where not a fire door and not needed for safeguarding reasons).

Encourage Covid-19 vaccination for any new staff not currently vaccinated.  Enable staff who are eligible for a vaccine to attend booked vaccine appointments where possible.
Staff traveling abroad during school holidays must follow latest gov guidance on quarantine measures how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/

Staff recommended and encouraged to wear face coverings during whole staff meetings
All staff and students in Y7 and above to wear face coverings in school (unless exempt)
	
	X
	If at any point someone tests positive in school, they will need to leave school and follow self isolation guidance

In line with DfE guidance for delivering asymptomatic testing for pupils with SEND rapid-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings,, students in Phase 3 will be offered LFD tests to complete at home at the start of term


































Any fire doors that are needed to be kept open will be fitted with automatic hold open devices (“dorgards” or hardwired equivalents) which shut on activation of the fire alarm. 













Review of meetings/ CPD opportunities – limit where possible or move to online
	JH, NY, RH













































JH, KC, LA









	Sept 2021













































Sept 21
	

	Clinically extremely vulnerable staff/pupils 
	Staff/Pupils
	Where a pupil is unable to attend due to complying with clinical/public health advice then immediate access to remote education should be offered   

Individual meetings with CEV staff to discuss any concerns and to encourage them to think carefully about additional precautions they can continue to take, based on, 
guidance on protecting people who are CEV from Covid-19

Pregnant women advised to follow the above advice. In some cases, pregnant women may also have other health conditions that mean they are considered CEV, where the advice for clinically extremely vulnerable staff will apply. Staff to inform Principal as soon as possible if they are pregnant so individual conversations and assessments can take place as needed
	
	X
	Individual risk assessments at request of staff who have particular concerns











Full individual risk assessment for anyone who is more than 28 weeks pregnant.




	EG, JH














EG/JH















	Ongoing














Ongoing 
	

	Covid-19 infection- symptomatic individuals
	Staff, pupils and other visitors to the site
	Individuals must not come into school if  
· one or more symptoms of Covid-19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, or a loss or change in normal sense of taste or smell) 
· they have had a positive LFD test 
· they have had a positive PCR test

They must immediately cease to attend and not attend for at least 7 days from the day after:
· the start of their symptoms
· the test date if they did not have any symptoms but have had a positive LFD or PCR test 
· they have 2 negative LFD tests on day 6 and day 7
· (if an LFD test is taken first, and a PCR test is then taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the LFD test and the individual no longer needs to self- isolate, as long as they don’t have Covid-19 symptoms.

Only staff who are not:
· fully vaccinated (14 days have passed since you received the recommended doses of the vaccine) 
· aged under 18 years and 6 months, 
· taking or taken part of an approved trial,
· not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons. 

will be required to self-isolate.  If contacted by NHS Track and Trace then staff or students should take a PCR test.

If a member of staff or students comes to school with, or develops onsite Covid-19 symptoms, they are sent home and advised to stay at home and self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of symptoms and only return if they have a negative PCR test or they have negative LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 (24 hours apart)

If a pupil displays coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or has a positive test onsite they should not use public transport and home to school transport, and wherever possible, be collected by a member of their family or household. If they cannot be collected, then a member of staff can drive them home.  They will wear a face covering, seat the child at the back and the windows will be open.  

When a student is awaiting collection, they will be isolated in a room away from other children and adults with a closed door and a window open for ventilation (ensuring appropriate supervision where applicable). 

A fluid resistant surgical face mask should be worn by staff supervising any student within 2 metres. If contact needed, then gloves and apron should be worn. Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly after contact with someone that is unwell. 

If an emergency arises whilst they are awaiting collection, e.g. they are seriously ill/ injured, 999 is called rather than taking them to a hospital or GP surgery.

The area where the person was isolated, their desk/ classroom, and any toilet used whilst waiting for collection, will be cleaned as per latest PHE guidelines. Used PPE and other waste generated will be disposed of in line with PHE guidelines.

Individuals with symptoms will be directed to have a PCR test. Results should be shared with the school.

[bookmark: _Hlk55295908]If a student or member of staff is hospitalised as a result of Covid 19 then further advice will be sought from the DfE/Public Health

The school will contact the Self Isolation Service Hub to inform them of any staff who have tested positive and provide details of close contacts.


	
	X


	




















































Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who has Covid-19 symptoms. The area around the person with symptoms must be cleaned after they have left, to reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people. See the guidance on the cleaning of non-healthcare settings


Covid Contingency Plan will be implemented if there are a number of positive cases in a Phase within 10 days (2 cases in Phase 1, 4 cases in Phase 2 and in Phase 3, 2 cases)



	





















































All staff
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SLT





















































	





















































Sept 21















Ongoing from Sept 21


	

	Travel to and from site
	Staff, pupils, parents, members of public
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Face coverings are recommended on public transport and home to school (for children over the age of 11). Will support transport providers in key messages to students/ parents/ carers. 

Hand sanitiser on entrance to each phase to ensure hands are cleaned after wearing face covering.
	
	x
	Children must not board home to school transport if they have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19).
	
	
	

	First Aid Cover

	Staff, pupils, contractors
	First aid cover is continually monitored to ensure adequate cover and First Aid needs Assessment reviewed if necessary

All staff informed of where the first aid boxes are kept.

PPE necessary when dealing with a visitor/ parent requiring first aid, where the first aider is unable to ascertain if the patient is symptom free and they are unable to maintain social distancing.

Rescue breaths will not be given to adults – chest compressions only. 
	
	X
	Call NHS 111 for additional clinical advice or help in a non-emergency situation (for emergency situations, 999 should be called).


	
	
	

	School trips and visits
	Staff, pupils
	Individual risk assessments completed for any planned visits
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire Safety
	Anyone on site
	Appropriate positioning of flammable hand sanitiser e.g. not immediately adjacent potential ignition sources. 

Storage of hand sanitiser stocks carefully considered e.g. kept in a suitable location, away from ignition sources. 
Staff reminded to let sanitiser fully evaporate/ dry before continuing work and particular care taken if involved in tasks involving naked flames e.g. Bunsen burners- wash hands rather than using hand sanitiser before such activities.
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk50125991]Reduced staff numbers on site due to isolation
	Staff, pupils
	Where numbers of staff are affected particularly those with critical roles staff levels are reviewed to ensure minimum safe supervision levels are being maintained. 

Roles of staff are reviewed/ monitored to ensure all required core functions can be maintained e.g. relating to safeguarding, fire safety, first aid, senior leadership/ financial/ admin tasks, building compliance/ caretaking duties. 

Additional instruction/ information/ training given where needed to those covering changes to roles. 
	X
	
	






	
	
	

	Pupils with existing education, health and care (EHC) plans/ individual risk assessments / health care plans
	Pupils
	For pupils in school, staff will familiarise themselves with individual risk assessments/ support plans if they are supporting children they don’t normally support.

If close personal care is needed for caring for a symptomatic individual, this is done following the EHC plan/health care plan and the standard infection control precautions required for the task. 

	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Government locally imposed rules
	Staff, Pupils, cleaners, contractors 
	Contingency Plan in place following government guidance.
	X
	
	Schools will need to follow advice in the following link
contingency framework
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